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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE  
 
 The Clements family was and continues to be a devout Catholic family.  Early family 
documents tell of a group of Catholic settlers who emigrated from England to America in the mid 
to late 1600’s to escape religious persecution.  These immigrant families first settled in the 
Maryland colony which had been founded as a haven for Catholics by Leonard Calvert, brother 
to the 2nd Lord Baltimore.  However, religious intolerance continued in the Maryland colony and 
eventually forced many families to move farther west and to cross over the Allegheny Mountains 
to resettle in Kentucky.  This group of colonists settled on Pottinger’s Creek in Kentucky and in 
1792 they established the first Kentucky Catholic Church, Holy Cross.  
 William Clements was the first ancestor in Maryland to have known facts concerning his 
life.  William was a Revolutionary War soldier in the Carolinas, serving with Francis Marion (“the 
Swamp Fox”), and after the war he returned to his home in Maryland and married Winifred 
Hardy.  William and Winifred were the parents of Charles Overton “C.O.” Clements, who left 
Maryland for Kentucky in the 1830’s and married Susan Philpot.  Charles Overton Clements 
served in the Mexican War under General Zachary Taylor and was present during one of the 
great battles in which the Mexican General LaVega, was captured.  When his grandson was 
born, C.O. claimed the grandson reminded him of the old Mexican general, thus the name 
LaVega was given to his grandson. 
 LaVega Clements was the son of Samuel A. Clements and Laura (Wagoner) Clements.  
He was born on a farm near Philpot, Kentucky and had one brother, Frances “Marcellus” 
Clements and one sister, Genevieve Clements.  LaVega attended public school in Daviess 
County, Kentucky and in Salisbury, Missouri where he lived with his uncle for a short period of 
time.  He studied law in the Owensboro office of Judge Wilfred Carrico and was admitted to the 
bar in 1888, before his 20th birthday.  Five years after admission to the bar, he was elected 
Prosecutor of the Police Court and held that office for four years, after which he was elected as 
County Attorney.  LaVega held the office of County Attorney for 8 years and practiced law with 
Judge T.F. Birkhead until 1904.  In 1912 he was appointed Master Commissioner and in 1922 
was chosen Owensboro City Attorney.  He served in that position for two years and was then 
elected for another term.  He was a Democratic presidential elector from Kentucky in 1908 and 
was a district delegate to the Democratic National Convention in Baltimore in 1912.  In the 
interim, he practiced law in Owensboro with Ben D. Ringo.  LaVega was an energetic, outgoing 
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man.  Witty, urbane, learned and an entertaining orator, he was in great demand as a public 
speaker.  He was a member of the Knights of Columbus, the Rotary and Elks Clubs, holding 
numerous offices in these three organizations, and represented them at conventions in cities 
throughout the United States.  
 LaVega’s wife, Margaret (“Maggie”) Holmes Brown, was born in 1868 in Knottsville, 
Kentucky, the only child of Lucinda (Foster) Brown and Thomas Brown.  Maggie was only three 
years old when her father died in 1871.  Her mother taught school at St. Lawrence’s in 
Knottsville and continued to live with Maggie in the cabin that Thomas built for his bride.  In 
1877, when Maggie was nine years old, her mother married George William Sansbury.  George 
and Lucinda had four children: Grace, Foster, Mati, and Sam.  Between 1882 and 1886, Maggie 
attended Bethlehem Academy, a boarding-finishing school near Cecilia, Kentucky.   
 Maggie and LaVega’s courtship began in 1887, when LaVega was visiting relatives in 
Knottsville.  Many letters were exchanged between the two and LaVega visited Maggie in 
Knottsville when he could.  Maggie’s stepfather drove the stage coach between Owensboro and 
Knottsville, which made visiting easier.  The couple married on 19 November 1890.  Maggie was 
a shy, retiring woman who preferred to spend time at their Owensboro home, known as 
“Highland.”  She was very religious and had a special devotion to the Blessed Mother and St. 
Joseph.  She also had a remarkable memory and loved to read aloud and discourse with her 
family on religion, history, family connections and relationships.  She sewed, mended clothing 
and loved to work in her garden, which was large and filled with roses and her favorites, red 
canna lilies.   
 LaVega and Maggie had nine children, six of whom survived to adulthood.  They sent 
four sons to Notre Dame (South Bend, Indiana) and daughter Lucinda to Loretto/Webster 
College in St. Louis.  When his son, Gerald, graduated from Notre Dame in 1915, LaVega 
formed the law firm of Clements and Clements, and Gerald joined the firm.  In 1926, a second 
son, Fred, joined the law firm after his graduation from Notre Dame.  Lucinda later became a 
high school English teacher in the Daviess County schools.  
 In 1917, when the U.S. entered World War I, Gerald Clements exhibited a single-minded 
determination to serve in the military, and he joined the Army.  In 1918, he was sent to Camp 
Sherman, Ohio.  At this time, Spanish influenza was sweeping the civilian and military 
population.  Gerald was stricken with the flu and was sick for only a few days before he died.  In 
one week, he would have been 24 years old.  An impressive memorial service was held in 
Owensboro, but the family dynamic changed.  Maggie and LaVega suffered deeply with this 
loss.  Gerald was a gifted son, even-tempered, very bright and pleasant to be around.  He was 
the delight of his parents.  After the funeral and burial, Maggie always wore black, forever 
mourning the loss of this child.  
 Daughter Lucinda never married, lived at home and taught high school English in 
Daviess County.  After LaVega died, Lucinda took care of her mother and managed the 
Highland house and property.  Maggie (known in later life as “Mamee”) had become more 
reclusive and without Lucinda’s help, she would have been unable to continue to live at 
Highland.  Mamee clung to Lucinda and depended on her as she grew older.  Lucinda continued 
teaching, which gave balance to her restricted life.  
 Fred was fifteen years old when his brother, Gerald, died.  He continued his high school 
education, graduated from Notre Dame, joined the family law firm and married Louise Thomas.  
The couple had five children:  Margaret, Marcella, Beverly, Sam, and Elizabeth (“Betty”).  When, 
Louise was stricken with a serious medical condition, Fred and his daughter Elizabeth moved 
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into Highland with LaVega and Maggie.  The other children moved in with Louise’s parents.  As 
Louise’s condition improved, the family moved back together 
 Elizabeth “Betty” Clements first married Glen Peck; they had one child, Glenna.  In 1954, 
Betty Clements married Donald Keith Harmon.  The couple enjoyed a happy and prosperous 
partnership.  They had five children: Robert, John, Thomas, Theresa “Cindy,” and Isabelle.  
They cultivated a strong relationship with all of their children and looked forward to and enjoyed 
visits with them and their grandchildren.  They regularly exchanged correspondence with their 
children, much of which is contained in this collection.  For many years, Elizabeth supplemented 
the correspondence with a monthly family newsletter which she shared with her children.  These 
newsletters served to keep family members current with each other and were much appreciated 
by her children and extended family members. 
 
 
COLLECTION NOTE  
 
This collection consists of correspondence, photographs, family history and genealogy of 
five generations of the Clements family of Owensboro, Kentucky.  The bulk of the collection 
focuses on descendants from the marriage of LaVega Clements and Margaret “Maggie” Holmes 
Brown.  A preliminary inventory and family tree are in Box 1, Folder 1. 
 
 
SHELF LIST 
 
BOX 1 Family History and Genealogy;     2010, n.d.  
 
Folder 1 Inventory        n.d. 
 
Folder 2 Letter of Lucinda Harmon Johnson to Jonathan  2010   
  Jeffrey          
 
Folder 3 Clements-Spalding and allied families of   n.d. 
  Maryland and Kentucky 
 
Folder 4 Clements-Blandford, Thomas-Medley and allied n.d. 
  families 
 
Folder 5 Original genealogy research notes   n.d. 
 
Folder 6 Clements family history – original manuscript  n.d.  
  by Elizabeth “Betty” (Clements) Harmon 
 
Folder 7 Historic Highland – Clements family home,  n.d. 
  Owensboro, Kentucky; History of Daviess County, 
  County, Kentucky; Passionist Nuns and Brescia  
University 
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BOX 2 LaVega Clements      1886-1986  
 
Folder 1 Courtship letters to Maggie Brown   1886-1890 
 
Folder 2 Knights of Columbus assorted photos and articles n.d. 
 
Folder 3 Miscellaneous letters and articles    1887-1938 
 
Folder 4 Letters, speeches, articles by LaVega   1904-1939 
 
Folder 5 Rental properties, income tax forms (vacant)  n.d. 
 
Folder 6 LaVega and Maggie Clements – Wills and estate  1986 
  settlement documents 
 
Folder 7 Miscellaneous family photos    n.d. 
 
Folder 8 Frances Marcellus Clements (LaVega’s brother) –  1905-1917 
  drawings of inventions 
  
 
BOX 3 Margaret “Maggie” Holmes (Brown) Clements 1879-1996  
 
Folder 1 Courtship letters from Maggie to LaVega Clements 1886-1890 
 
Folder 2 Miscellaneous letters and photos    1883-1962 
 
Folder 3 Assorted newspaper clippings    n.d. 
 
Folder 4 Maggie’s correspondence with step-siblings  1879-1996 
  Sam, Foster and Grace Sansbury 
 
Folder 5 Sansbury photos      n.d. 
 
 
BOX 4 Louis Spalding Clements; Menefee Clements 1898-2000  
 
Folder 1 Menefee biography from Clements Family history 1898-1980 
 
Folder 2 Menefee’s 8th grade school papers including   n.d. 
exams 
 
Folder 3 Menefee’s correspondence     1913-1958 
 
Folder 4 Menefee’s photos, including Knute Rockne  n.d. 
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Folder 5 Menefee’s history of Bendix Corporation   1919-1963 
 
Folder 6 Spalding Clements papers     1987-2000 
      
 
BOX 5 Gerald Samuel Clements     1911-1924  
 
Folder 1 Law school and military papers, photos,    1911-1918 
  news clippings, obituaries  
 
Folder 2 Correspondence       1912-1918 
 
Folder 3 Speeches written/presented by Gerald   1914 
 
Folder 4 Correspondence from Dora Gager   1911-1924 
 
 
BOX 6 Laura “Lucinda” Clements     1901-1989  
 
Folder 1 Early school memorabilia, Loretto College,  n.d. 
  Webster Grove College, Family History 
 
Folder 2 Lucinda’s teaching materials, playbooks, etc.   1901-1984 
 
Folder 3 Correspondence to Lucinda, tax receipts, photos 1918-1965 
 
Folder 4 Religious collection and miscellaneous material n.d. 
 
Folder 5 Greeting cards to Lucinda and family   1922-1965 
 
Folder 6 Letters to Lucinda, Maggie, and LaVega from  1914-1989 
  Sisters Jean Bernadine, Demetria, etc. 
 
Folder 7 Correspondence from Lucinda to Maggie and   1923-1935 
  LaVega 
 
 
BOX 7 Laura “Lucinda” Clements; Frederick J.  1912-1990  
  Clements 
 
Folder 1 Lucinda’s correspondence with Betty    1930-1963 
  Clements Harmon 
 
Folder 2 Lucinda’s Will and Estate Settlement   1983-1985 
 
Folder 3 Lucinda’s Estate Settlement (continued)   1986-1987 
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Folder 4 Lucinda’s Memorial Book, funeral service  1984 
  and burial information  
 
Folder 5 Frederick Joseph Clements early school records, 1912-1988 
  marriage to Louise Thomas, disposition of Will 
 
Folder 6 Frederick Joseph Clements – Correspondence  1920-1990 
with family members   
 
 
BOX 8 Margaret Holmsey (Clements) Moore; Mary   1947-2009  
  “Marcella” (Clements) Kryzwkowski  
 
Folder 1 Early school papers, letters to parents,    1947 
  Fred and Louise 
 
Folder 2 Margaret’s correspondence with Elizabeth  1994-2000 
  Clements Harmon 
 
Folder 3 Margaret’s correspondence with Elizabeth   2001-2009 
  Clements Harmon    
 
Folder 4 Mary “Marcella” Clements Krzywkowski’s   1966-1998 
correspondence with Elizabeth Clements  
Harmon 
 
Folder 5 Marcella’s correspondence    1999-2005 
 
Folder 6 Marcella’s correspondence with daughters   2006-2009  
  Sara Krzywkowski, Godina Mohn and Valerie 
  (Krzywkowski) Snyder 
 
 
BOX 9 Beverly Ann (Clements) Thallemer   1986-2008  
 
Folder 1  Correspondence with Betty Clements Harmon  1986-1993 
 
Folder 2 Correspondence with Betty Clements Harmon  1994-2000 
 
Folder 3 Correspondence with Betty Clements Harmon  2001-2008 
 
Folder 4 Correspondence with Ann Thallemer’s daughter, 1990-1991 
  Karen Saylor Carr  
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BOX 10 Elizabeth “Betty” (Clements) Harmon   n.d. 
 
Folder 1 Paperwork from St. Francis/St. Joseph    n.d. 
  Academies, memorabilia, photos 
 
Folder 2 Announcements: engagements, weddings,   n.d. 
  obituaries, and clippings 
 
Folder 3 Announcements       n.d. 
 
Folder 4 Personal correspondence between    n.d. 
  Elizabeth Clements and Don Harmon  
 
Folder 5 Pictures and Christmas cards    n.d. 
 
 
BOX 11 Elizabeth (Clements) Harmon – Correspondence 1945-2009  
 
Folder 1 Correspondence: Margaret Marion McCray  1945-1997 
  Hill, William Hill, and Sister Jean Bernadine  
 
Folder 2 Correspondence with Margaret     1998-2004 
 
Folder 3 Correspondence with Margaret and Mary  2005-2009 
  McLean 
 
Folder 4 Correspondence with Mary McLean   1989-2009 
 
 
BOX 12 Elizabeth (Clements)  Harmon – Correspondence   1982-2008  
 
Folder 1  Miscellaneous correspondence    1982-1990 
 
Folder 2 Miscellaneous correspondence    1991-1994 
 
Folder 3 Miscellaneous correspondence                                 1995-1999   
    
Folder 4        Miscellaneous correspondence    2000-2008 
  
Folder 5 Correspondence with Julia Clark    1993-1996 
 
Folder 6 Correspondence with Eness Williams   1988-1995 
 
Folder 7 Correspondence with Mary “Lib” Meehan  1989-2006 
 
Folder 8 Correspondence with Joan (Jo) Wrobleski  1988-1999 
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BOX 13 Elizabeth (Clements) Harmon – Correspondence  1983-2009  
from religious friends 
 
Folder 1 Correspondence with Sisters Ann William,  1983-1991 
  Mary Bernadette 
 
Folder 2  Correspondence with Sisters Ann William,  1992-1995 
  Mary Bernadette 
 
Folder 3  Correspondence with Sisters Ann William  1996-2003 
  Mary Bernadette 
 
Folder 4 Correspondence with various other    1987-2003 
  religious friends  
 
Folder 5 Correspondence with various other    2004-2009 
  religious friends  
 
Folder 6 Assorted religious mementos    n.d. 
    
 
BOX 14 Elizabeth Clements Harmon – Farm history;  1968-1996  
Hoosier Heritage Awards application, etc. 
 
Folder 1 Elizabeth Harmon notes and manuscript copy  1968-1996 
  of history of “The Farm” (Lexington, Indiana) 
 
Folder 2 Elizabeth Harmon original writings   1990, n.d. 
 
 
BOX 15 Robert Edward Lee “Bob” and Debbie   1978-2008  
  Harmon & Family  
 
Folder 1 Correspondence with Elizabeth Clements  1978-1994 
  Harmon and Don Harmon 
 
Folder 2 Correspondence       1995-1999 
 
Folder 3 Correspondence      2000-2003 
 
Folder 4 Correspondence       2004-2008 
 
Folder 5 Correspondence       n.d. 
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BOX 16 Thomas “Tom” Henry and Leticia   1984-2009  
  Harmon & Family  
 
Folder 1 Correspondence with Elizabeth Clements  1984-1993 
  Harmon and Don Harmon 
 
Folder 2 Correspondence      1994-1999 
 
Folder 3 Correspondence       2000-2003 
 
Folder 4 Correspondence       2003-2009 
 
Folder 5 Assorted cards and children’s drawings   n.d. 
 
 
BOX 17 Glenna Elizabeth and Glenn Rosenberg  1977-2009 
  and Family; John & Mary Rose Harmon  
  and Family; Isabelle (Belle) Harmon Dale 
 
Folder 1 Correspondence with Glenn and Glenna Rosenberg  1979-2009 
and Elizabeth Clements Harmon and Don Harmon 
 
Folder 2 Correspondence      n.d. 
 
Folder 3 Cards, letters including from David and    1981-2009 
  Katie Bloomquist 
 
Folder 4 Correspondence with John (Jon) & Mary Rose   n.d. 
Harmon and Elizabeth Clements Harmon and  
Don Harmon 
 
Folder 5 Correspondence       n.d. 
 
Folder 6 Correspondence with Isabelle & Jessica Dale   1977-2009 
and Elizabeth Clements Harmon & Don Harmon 
 
Folder 7 Correspondence       n.d. 
 
 
BOX 18 Theresa Lucinda “Cindy” and Rick   1976-2009  
  Johnson and Family 
 
Folder 1 Correspondence with Elizabeth Clements  1976-2009 
  Harmon and Don Harmon 
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Folder 2 Correspondence with Abbey, Andy,    n.d. 
  Lucinda, Erin, Ben, and Brian 
 
Folder 3 Correspondence with Lucinda, Andy,    n.d. 
  and Abbey 
 
Folder 4 Correspondence with Erin, Brian, Ben    n.d. 
  and some news clippings 
 
Folder 5 News clippings and undated materials   n.d. 
 
 
BOX 19 Harmon Family Newsletters    1988-1999  
 
Folder 1 Newsletters       1987-1988 
 
Folder 2 Newsletters       1989-1990 
 
Folder 3 Newsletters       1991-1992 
 
Folder 4 Newsletters       1993-1994 
 
Folder 5 Newsletters       1995-1996 
 
Folder 6 Newsletters       1997-1998 
 
Folder 7 Newsletters       1999 
 
 
BOX 20 Harmon Family Newsletters    1966-2010  
 
Folder 1 Newsletters       2000-2001 
 
Folder 2 Newsletters       2002-2003 
 
Folder 3 Newsletters       2004-2005 
 
Folder 4 Newsletters       2006-2010 
 
Folder 5 Family Reunions (dates, notes, and lists)  
 
Folder 6 Christmas Mailing Lists and holiday letters  1966-2005 
 
Folder 7 Northern Ireland clippings, journal, etc.   2006 
 
Folder 8 Sponsorship of Cambodian Family   1980 
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Folder 9 Miscellaneous postcards, pictures, etc.    n.d. 
 
 
BOX 21 Family Correspondence      1988-2009  
 
Folder 1 Aunts Eve Jackson and Margaret Toon   1988-2000 
 
Folder 2 Aunts Eve Jackson and Margaret Toon   2001-2006 
 
Folder 3 Uncle Almon and Aunt Wilma    1991-2000 
 
Folder 4 Mary Lucille Martin (Sister Demetria)   1912-1916 
 
Folder 5 Aunt Gertrude “G” Hendrickson,     1979-1997 
  Riney, Thompson, Thomas family 
 
Folder 6  Correspondence – Robert “Bob” Harmon  1992-2009 
  and Barbara Harmon 
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHIC RECORD 
 
MSS CLEMENTS Family Papers  1868-2010 
357   
  Correspondence, photographs and personal 
 papers of the Clements family of Owensboro, Kentucky,  
primarily LaVega Clements his wife Margaret “Maggie”  
(Brown) Clements, and their descendants.  Includes 
genealogical research on the Clements and associated 
families. 
  21 boxes.  122 folders.  Originals, photocopies, 
photographs. 
  2011.9.1     
 
 
 
SUBJECT ANALYTICS 
 
Bendix Corporation – Relating to  
Catholics – Owensboro  
Clements family – Relating to 
Clements, Frances Marcellus 
Clements, Frederick Joseph, 1903-1986 
Clements, Gerald Samuel, 1894-1918 
Clements, Laura “Lucinda,” 1901-1984 
12 
 
MSS 357 Manuscripts & Folklife Archives – Library Special Collections – Western Kentucky University 
 
Clements, LaVega, 1868-1938 
Clements, Louis Spalding, b. 1906? 
Clements, Margaret “Maggie” Holmes (Brown), 1868-1962 
Clements, Menefee Richard, 1898-1980 
Dale, Isabelle Victoria (Harmon)  
Farms and farming – Indiana  
Harmon, Debbie Ann (Clarkson) 
Harmon, Donald Keith 
Harmon, Elizabeth Louise “Betty” (Clements), 1928-2010 
Harmon family – Relating to  
Harmon, Letitia Marie (Palmer) 
Harmon, Robert Edward Lee “Bob” 
Harmon, Thomas Henry “Tom” 
Historic homes – Owensboro – Highland   
Johnson, Rick 
Johnson, Theresa Lucinda “Cindy” (Harmon) 
Krzywkowski, Mary “Marcella” (Clements), b. 1939 
Lawyers – Daviess County 
Loretto College – Webster Groves, Missouri – Relating to  
Moore, Margaret Holmsey (Clements), b. 1929 
Nuns – Daviess County 
Nuns – Union County 
Rockne, Knute Kenneth, 1888-1931 – Relating to   
Rosenberg, Glenn 
Rosenberg, Glenna Elizabeth (Harmon) Bloomquist  
Sansbury family – Relating to  
Schools – Catholic  
Spalding family – Relating to  
Teachers and teaching – Daviess County 
Thallemer, Beverly Anne (Clements), b. 1931 
 
 
 
 
Sauerland/Niedermeier/Jeffrey   10/29/2014 
